
INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS 

Students with credentials from universities outside the United States should 
begin the application process well in advance of the deadline date. Official 
copies or certified copies of all transcripts in English and in the original language 
are required. 

Applicants whose native language or language of instruction is not English must 
show evidence of having recently taken the Test of English as a Foreign Language 
(TOEFL) or the International English Language Testing Service (IELTS) examination. 
UC Merced requires a minimum score of 550 on the paper test or 213 on the 
computer-based TOEFL test or a score of at least 7 on the IELTS. Information on 
the TOEFL is available online at www.toefl.org and IELTS information at 
www.ielets.org. These requirements are waived for applicants who have received 
an advanced degree from a U.S. institution or from a country where English is 
the language of instruction. 

International applicants must certify that they have sufficient funds to cover 
fees, tuition and living expenses for the first year of their study at UC Merced. A 
Foreign Applicant Questionnaire for the purpose of verifying the amount and 
source of funds available for graduate study will be forwarded upon acceptance 
into graduate study. Financial verification must be provided before visa forms can 
be issued. 

 
 


